
HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
 

February 3  K9XI 
February 4  K9QT 
February 8  KK9R 
February 11  N9ETT 
February 14  K9BAC 
February 15  NI9H 
February 20  N9LYE 

 

Let us know if your birthday is  
missed or listed in error. 

Don’t forget your Hamvention Plans! 

What is Winlink and How Can You Use It? 
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KARS KONTEST KALENDAR 
 

Feb 7…………..Minnesota QSO Party 
Feb 7-8…....……..Vermont QSO Party  
Feb 7-8…British Columbia QSO Party 
Feb 14-15.…..…...CQWW WPX RTTY 
Feb 9-13…......ARRL School Roundup 
Feb 21-22……..…….….ARRL DX CW 
Feb 27-1......CQWW 160 Contest SSB 
Feb 28……South Carolina QSO Party 
Feb 28-1…..…..………....NAQP RTTY 
Mar 1….......North Carolina QSO Party  
Mar 7-8……..…..ARRL DX Contest SSB 
Mar 14-15..……………Idaho QSO Party 
Mar 14-15…..……Oklahoma QSO Party 
Mar 15-16…..……Wisconsin QSO Party 
Mar 21-23.……...BARTG RTTY Contest 
Mar 21-22………..….Virginia QSO Party 
Mar 28-29.....CQWW WPX Contest SSB  

The next KARS General Meeting will 
be held on Tuesday, February 10, at 
7PM at the Bradley Bourbonnais 
Sportsmen's Club. 
 

Brian, KD9NPQ, will present a       
program on Winlink using packet to 
connect to K9DHS's node in Aroma 
Park. The presentation will include a 
brief over of what Winlink is and it's 
uses, along with a discussion of the 
different ways to connect Winlink,  
required software and hardware, and 
Winlink’s role in emergency communi-
cations. 
 

A brief business meeting will follow 
the presentation.  
 
Hope to see you there! 

KARS 2026 DUES SCHEDULE 
Regular Membership  $30 
Family Membership  $40 
Senior Membership  $15 
Senior Family Membership $20 
Full Time Student Membership $15 
Disabled Membership  $15 
Active Military                     Waived 

KARS KALENDAR 
 

Feb 10…......….KARS General Meeting 
Feb 24………...…KARS Board Meeting 
March 10.....….KARS General Meeting 
March 2……....…KARS Board Meeting 

The Kankakee Area Radio Society        
operates repeaters on: 

   146.940 (–) PL 107.2Hz at 430’ 
   444.800 (+) PL 100.0Hz at 300’ 
   145.130 (–) PL 107.2Hz at 400’ 
 

   Echo Link: 
      W9AZ-R Node 517002 on 146.940 
 

Additionally, KARS sponsors  
Two Wide Area APRS digipeaters:  

W9AZ-1   144.390   at 300’ 
W9AZ-2   144.390   at 440’ 

 

KARS DX Cluster     w9az.ddns.net 

NCS FOR FEBRUARY 
 

The net meets every Monday at 
2000 hours local time on the 
146.34/.94 OR 145.130 backup   
repeater. All stations with or without 
traffic are invited to check in. 
 February 2nd KD9NPQ 
 February 9th K9XI 
 February 16th N9OE 
 February 23rd K9XI 

KARS BOARD MEETING 
 

February Board Meeting  
Tuesday, February 24th 

at El Mexicano’s Restaurant 
6PM to eat...7PM meeting 

Everyone is welcome! 

https://www.w0aa.org/mn-qso-party/
https://www.ranv.org/vtqso.html
http://www.orcadxcc.org/bcqp.html
https://www.cqwpxrtty.com/
https://www.arrl.org/school-club-roundup
https://www.arrl.org/arrl-dx
https://www.cq160.com/
https://scqso.com/
https://www.ncjweb.com/NAQP-Rules.pdf
https://ncqsoparty.org/
https://www.arrl.org/arrl-dx
https://idahoqsoparty.org/
http://k5cm.com/okqp.htm
https://mail.warac.org/wqp/wqp.htm
https://bartg.org.uk/wp/bartg-hf-rtty-contest/
https://www.qsl.net/sterling/VA_QSO_Party/2025_VQP/2025_VQP_Main.html
https://cqwpx.com/
https://www.w9az.com/Our%20Meetings.html
https://www.w9az.com/index.html
https://www.w9az.com/Our%20Meetings.html
https://www.w9az.com/index.html
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KARS HOMEPAGE — WWW.W9AZ.COM — KARS HOMEPAGE 

Click for current Calendar 

 

Dayton Hamvention® is the world’s largest 
amateur radio gathering, bringing together 
hams from around the globe for a weekend of 
learning, shopping, and camaraderie.  

Held annually at the Greene County Fair-
grounds in Xenia, Ohio, Hamvention features 
hundreds of indoor and outdoor vendors, a 
massive flea market, and a wide variety of   
educational forums covering today’s hottest 
amateur radio topics. It’s a must-attend event 
for anyone passionate about the hobby.  

Hamvention will be held May 15, 16 and 17, 
2026 at the Greene County Fairgrounds and 
Expo Center.   

What are your plans for Hamvention? 

http://www.w9az.com
https://www.hamradiotimeline.com/timeline/dxw_timeline_1_1.php
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January program recap: Professional Mobile Installation 

We would like to extend our sincere thanks to Bill, N9OE, for generously sharing his knowledge and          

experience with our group. Bill has completed several impressive installations, and it was a pleasure to learn 

about his latest mobile ham radio setup in his new 2026 GMC Sierra 1500 Denali. His presentation covered 

the full process, including initial planning and layout, mock-ups, custom fabrication, wiring considerations, 

and the final completed installation. We appreciate Bill’s continued commitment to the hobby and his         

willingness to educate and inspire fellow members. Per Scott, K9ABN, it was a top-notch, tier-one installation! 
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continued… January program recap: Professional Mobile Installation 
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Winter Field Day was a great success, with members braving cold temperatures to put our 
skills and equipment to the test. The event provided an excellent opportunity to practice 
emergency communications, experiment with portable setups, and enjoy camaraderie both 
on and off the air. Despite the winter conditions, operators made solid contacts and   
demonstrated the resilience and preparedness that amateur radio is known for. Thanks to 
everyone who participated and helped make the event a rewarding experience.  

                K9XM        KD9NPQ        N9OE                 KD9NPQ        N9OE        K9XM                 

                N9OE        K9XM        KD9NPQ                 N9OE        K9XM        KD9NPQ                         

                KD9NPQ        K9XM        N9OE                          K9XI lighting up the bands for hours! 

                K9ABN        KD9FVM        N9OE                   K9XI rocking the airwaves at Winter Field Day! 

                KD9FVM        N9OE        N9FD                 

 KD9NPQ showcasing excellent operating skills! 

      N9OE        KD9NPQ        (not pictured, N9IO) 
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KARS FOX HUNT INFO 

With colder weather and shorter days 
upon us, fox hunts are now finished for 
the season and will begin again in the 

spring when conditions improve.  

KARS Annual Banquet 

Venue Input Requested 

KARS is planning its Annual Banquet, scheduled for April, and is currently evaluating potential    
venues. 

Brickstone Brewery remains under consideration; however, additional options are being explored. 
Suggestions to date include Hoppy Pig and Tucci’s Italian. 

We are seeking a location with a banquet-style room of sufficient size to accommodate our       
membership.  

If you know of a suitable venue, please share your ideas with Diane, N9DLD, at 
N9DLD@outlook.com. 

Karsfest 2026 Update 
 
At the December board meeting, the decision was made to seek an alternate venue for Karsfest 
2026 and beyond. With Karsfest not being immune to the cost and attendance pressures affecting 
all hamfests, it was deemed necessary to seek out a change of location to better suit the event. 
 
As such, the Karsfest committee and club board is looking into alternate locations to hold Karsfest. 
We would also like to hear ideas from the membership at large - maybe you have the next great 
idea for Karsfest! The location needs to be large enough to hold a flea market, have some means of 
ensuring access control (no open fields unless someone is willing to put up a temporary fence!),  
adequate parking space and ideally would have indoor space available, facility for concessions and 
be fairly accessible by one or more major roads, though we're flexible on these! 
 
This also gives us the opportunity to change the time of year for Karsfest, so if you have any 
thoughts on what may be a better time of year than mid-July (that does not conflict with existing 
hamfests), as well as a Sunday vs. a Saturday for Karsfest, we'd like to hear those ideas as well. 
 
Please email your ideas to Art Reis (k9xi@arrl.net) or bring your thoughts to the next General or 
Board meeting. 

 WE NEED YOUR INPUT ON THE FOLLOWING 2 EVENTS: 

mailto:k9xi@arrl.net


 

Follow us on Facebook at: 
https://www.facebook.com/             
KARSW9AZ 

KARS Upcoming Events: 
 

April: Annual Banquet (more information coming soon) 

PAGE 2                                                                   KARS KEY KLICKS                                                 NOVEMBER 2025 PAGE 7                                                                   KARS KEY KLICKS                                                 FEBRUARY 2026 

On The Air & Around The Club  

ARES (Amateur Radio Emergency Service) NET 

The regular ARES® statewide net is held on the first 
and third Sundays of each month at 4:30 PM local time 
on 3.905 MHz LSB. If needed, the alternate frequency 
will be 7.227 MHz LSB. EMCOMM Net 

Join us every Thursday night at 7:00 PM  
(that’s 1900 hours for you EMCOMM folks!)  

on the 444.800 KARS repeater.  

This net is designed to promote and 
practice solid emergency communica-
tions skills among amateur radio           
operators, as well as to verify  proper  
repeater system operation. Everyone is 
invited to check in! 

Have You Joined the KARS Email Reflector? 

The Kars_w9az Email Reflector is a convenient way 
for members and friends of KARS to stay connected. It 
automatically distributes messages sent to a single   
address to everyone subscribed, making it easy to 
share announcements, ask questions, and keep up with 
club activities. 

By using the reflector, all subscribers receive the same 
information at the same time, keeping communication 
simple, efficient, and centralized. 

If you’d like to join, click the following link to subscribe 
to the Kars_w9az Email Reflector. 

We want to hear from YOU! 
 

Share what you’ve been working on, any recent 
contacts or projects, and what’s going on in your ham 
radio world. This could include: 

• Recent station setups or mobile installations 

• A picture of your ham shack 

• Interesting contacts or DX experiences 

• Ham radio events you’re participating in 
 
Don’t be shy, let us know what you’re up to! 

Your Input Counts! 
 

What program topics would you like to 
see at upcoming meetings?  

Or is there information you’d like included 
in the newsletter?  

Let us know- we want to make it relevant 
and fun for YOU!  

 

Please join us in welcoming our 
newest member, Mike, K9DXM,  
to the KARS community!  

https://www.facebook.com/KARSW9AZ
https://www.facebook.com/KARSW9AZ
https://mail.w9az.com/mailman/listinfo/kars-w9az_w9az.com

